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Honey bees need a publicity agent.  Or at least perhaps, they need the equivalent of a cosmetic makeover.  Commodities such as the beef and the pork industry have familiar advertizing slogans such as “Beef, it’s what’s for dinner” or “Pork, the other white meat.”   The producers of these products realized the value of advertizing, joined together and paid for what has largely been successful promotional campaigns.


But unfortunately, there are not near the numbers of beekeepers to support similar efforts to save what is rapidly becoming a dying part of American Agriculture.  Some may say “who cares”?  “Bees sting people” and “I don’t even like honey”.  It’s not as simple as that.


Up until several years ago, honey bees were everywhere.  There were more farms scattered about all over this nation and people recognized the benefit of honeybees to their crops and usually kept hives.  In addition, honeybees swarm, usually once a year.  What this means is that as the hive expands, workers develop a new queen and she leaves the old hive, taking a portion of the workers with her to a new location.  If not caught in time by a beekeeper, the swarm usually finds a hollow tree cavity or in some cases, between the interior and exterior wall of a house, barn or some other structure.  This causes obvious problems and has only added to the honeybees’ bad reputation.  These were called “wild hives”.  Even without beekeepers in an area, there were usually enough wild hives everywhere to pollinate whatever needed pollinated.


Unfortunately, several pests became serious problems for honeybees a few years ago and have all but eliminated wild hives.  These same pests also have negatively impacted beekeepers and reduced the number of backyard hobby hives.  These pests are 2 types of mites and the hive beetle.  They can be controlled but consistent effort has to be made and the hives must be well attended.

Honeybees provide a valuable service to Agriculture.  Most people only think of the products such as wax and honey as bee benefits.  However, there are numerous foods that we eat that would simply not grow without the pollination services of honeybees.  Corn, Apples, Pears, Watermelons, Squash, Pumpkins and Zucchini are but of a few that require bee pollination.  The list goes on and on.  Some studies show that even crops that are wind pollinated and do not require bees for fruit production are enhanced when honeybees are present.

There is a small but dedicated group right here in Lee County that formed about 3 years ago in an effort to promote beekeeping.  The Saugahatchee Beekeepers meet the first Tuesday of every even month at 6:00 pm at the Lee County Extension Office.  They have educational programs, exchange information and assist each other with all things beekeeping.  Contact Dani Carroll @ 334-749-3353 or email carrodl@aces.edu for more information about our local organization.

State Beekeeping Conference Planned

The State Beekeeping Conference for Alabama will be held on Saturday, February 2 at the Lowder Business Building on the Campus of Auburn University 415 West Magnolia Ave.  Topics to be covered are African Honeybees, Basic Beekeeping for the beginner, Feeding Bees, Gardening and Cooking information and much more.  We have registration forms here at the Lee County Extension Office or you can contact Ms. Angie Rodgers@ 334-844-5006 @ Auburn University or email rodgeas@auburn.edu
Cost is $17.00 which includes lunch.

