News Column for Wednesday January 30, 2008
By: Chuck Browne

Every now and then in January, we will get one of those picture perfect days that remind us of how great it is to live in the South during the winter months.  Last Sunday was one of those such days.


The other day, my family and members of my extended family spent all day outdoors and noticed what must have been literally 20-30 Bluebirds flying back and forth to the ground from their perches up in the trees.  It reminded me that it’s time to put up bluebird houses if you haven’t done so already.


In the yard and around the garden, bluebirds consume grasshoppers, flying insects, beetles and caterpillars.  They also eat berries and fruits found near their nests.  I suspect that was what they were doing this weekend.


Finding suitable nest sites is perhaps the most severe problem the bluebird faces today.  Allowing trees to mature and develop natural cavities takes too long.  A much quicker solution is to provide wooden nest boxes.  These boxes take little time to build, erect, and maintain.  When boxes are placed in good areas, bluebird populations increase rapidly.


Put up next boxes by the end of February in areas around open fields, pastures, golf courses, cemeteries, gardens and large lawns, which provide excellent bluebird habitat.  These areas usually provide plenty of insects to eat.


Place boxes 4-6 feet above the ground and 50 to 100 yards apart.  Try to select places where trees, shrubs, utility wires, or fences are within 25 to 100 feet of boxes.  Bluebirds use these structures for perches when feeding.


There are numerous designs and different ways to build bluebird houses.  Our Extension publication “Eastern Bluebirds” (ANR-687) has one design and extensive information on bluebirds.  It covers life History, Biology and other helpful hints about these most beneficial.  The publication is available from our office or on our website www.aces.edu
Landscape Maintenance Workshop Planned

Saturday, February 16th the Lee County Extension office will host its annual Landscape Maintenance Workshop at the home of Wallace and Barbara Baldwin, 1314 Moores Mill Road in Auburn.  This is the same location as last year.


The workshop will be from 8:30 am until 11:30 am.  We will cover many aspects of home landscape maintenance and even a surprise topic or two.  Come early for sausage & biscuits.  The workshop will be conducted completely outdoors and involving walking around the landscape so dress appropriately for the weather.  No registration needed, and it is a free workshop.
