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	For some horticultural practices like pruning and planting, we say “perform during plant dormancy” or “during the dormant season.” Well right now, things are about as dormant as they can get.
	There are several things that cause plant dormancy.  The two most notable are short day lengths and cold temperatures.  We’ve had ample amounts of both recently.
	The best time to move or transplant trees, shrubs and some perennials is during the dormant season.  There is less stress because the top of the plant is not growing.  Growing tops places demands on a root system that, in most cases will be damaged during the transplanting process.  Dormant tops now give the roots a chance to regenerate before the moisture demands of heat and drought develop in the summer months.
Establishing Trees & Shrubs
	Weather you want to plant a large shade tree in your yard or establish a small fruit tree orchard, now is an ideal time to do both, likewise for any shrub plantings.
	Extension publications ANR-053, Fruit culture in Alabama for fruit trees and ANR-958 Care and Maintenance of Landscape Plants both offer detailed information on selection, proper planting procedures and care of newly established trees & shrubs.
Pruning Dormant Plants
	Another outdoor activity that can be successfully done during the dormant season is to prune trees and shrubs.  Most woody plants should be pruned during the dormant season, or before the end of February.  
	The exception is spring flowering trees and shrubs.  Plants that bloom before May 1st should be pruned immediately after blooming.  In reality, they can be pruned during the dormant season just like trees and evergreens.  However, spring flowering trees and shrubs like dogwoods, redbuds, azaleas and forsythias have all their bloom buds developed. By fall pruning now will remove these potential spring flowers.  However, if you don’t mind losing a season of flowers, pruning now is the best time for all woody trees and shrubs regardless of when they bloom.
	Extension publication ANR 0258, Pruning Ornamental plants is available from our office at 600 South 7th Street, in Opelika or from our website www.aces.edu

Backyard GROWceries
	The Alabama Cooperative Extension System has planned a series of short courses statewide which are designed for the typical homeowner who might like to begin growing vegetables and fruits in a small space such as a normal neighborhood lot.
	The first one for this area is a 3 night series and will be on March 12th, 19th and 26th from 5:00-7:00 in the evening.  Details on location and cost are being worked out and should be final in a week or so.  If you are interested, please mark these dates on your calendar.
	Our goals are to educate folks who perhaps have limited knowledge or have never planted a backyard garden.  We are striving to keep it simple, provide “user friendly” techniques such as raised beds and container gardening.  We live in a climate where we can grow something in the garden literally year round.
	We are excited about this series and look forward to it this spring and summer.

CORRECTION TO 1/21/2009 COLUMN
	Last week, I mentioned several dates of upcoming workshops in this column.  The Landscape Managers workshop on February 10th.  The State Beekeepers Meeting on Saturday, February 7th; and the Local Saugahatchee Beekeepers meeting.  The correct date and time for the Saugahatchee Beekeepers meeting should be Tuesday, February 3rd at 6:00 pm at the Lee County Auditorium.  I apologize for any confusion.



