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This Friday, the Lee County Forestry Stewardship Committee will host a one day educational program on controlled burning and other associated forest management practices.  The location is at the Macon County Forestry Commission office, 2 ½ miles south of the Lee/Macon County line on Hwy 29 South.  Registration is from 9-9:30 am and cost is $15.00 which includes lunch and 2008 Stewardship membership dues.


The morning sessions are indoors with lunch between 11:15-12:00 noon.  The afternoon sessions will focus on prescribed burning, and weather permitting, we will actually burn a small tract of longleaf pines.  Please phone 334-749-3353 or email Janet Frandsen, frandjm@auburn.edu to register.

Alabama Certified Burn Manager Courses Offered


Individuals interested in becoming a State Certified Burn Manager have 4 opportunities during 2008 to attend the courses and become certified burn managers for Alabama.


The Closest one to us is in Alexander City, March 18-21 at the Charles E. Bailey Sportsplex.  Registration is $50.00 and should be sent to Kent Hanby, 431 Dogwood Trail, Dadeville, Al  36853.  The required pre-study material can be found at www.pfmt.org/fire and should be reviewed before the course.

The other 3 Burn Certification opportunities are in April, May and October.  Details can be found at the Alabama Forestry Commission website www.forestry.state.al.us/default.htm
Camellias Offer Winter Blooms


I’ve been told by my Southernly-Challenged friends that we are so lucky to have mild to no winters in Alabama.  Sure, we get a cold snap every now and then and even some “arctic blasts” sometimes.  But admit it; we are never more than a few days away from some reasonably mild temperatures, even if it is in February.  It is for this reason that Camellias thrive in Alabama’s climate.


The Camellia is Alabama’s State Flower.  The validity for this choice is debatable in some Botanical circles and think tanks.  How ever, this time of year when little to nothing else is blooming yet, it is hard to argue with the Camellia’s dark evergreen foliage which serves as the perfect background for the beautiful flowers which come in a wide range and mix of colors.


The Auburn-Opelika Men’s Camellia Club will hold its annual Camellia blossom show on Saturday the 1st day of March at the Colonial Mall Auburn.


The Camellia Clubs goal is to raise awareness of our State Flower.  They also want to encourage the use of the Camellia plant as an excellent landscape choice.  If growing them for the beautiful flowers is not enough, you can grow the Camellia Sinensis to brew the tea you drink.  Members will have information on growing and caring for Camellias and there will also be 100 plus small camellia plants to be given away to prospective members. 


Come by and see the many colors of this plant that can be grown in the area.  For additional information, Contact Luke Lanier 334-745-5448.
