News Column for Wednesday, February 13, 2009
By: Chuck Browne

	This past weekend, I could not help but enjoy the first effects of spring fever that attached me.
	As I rode around the around the neighborhoods last week, I saw all the yellow Forsythia bushes blooming.  Our Daffodils had all opened faithfully once again this year.  The warm days have buds swelling on Blueberry bushes and Red Maple trees.
	My friend Steve Yester came down from Birmingham and we went out on the lake striper fishing.  The heavy cloud cover Saturday and early Sunday morning coupled with a swift ride out on a desolate lake quickly reminded me that it’s still officially winter.  However, once we stopped and began fishing, we thawed out enough to enjoy this special time of early spring in Alabama.  Although the fishing wasn’t so good, we did get to see a bald eagle and catch up on old times.
	Later on in the weekend, we seeded some tomatoes in cell packs, getting ready for this year’s gardening season.  
	Steve and I both enjoyed discussing the intricacies and experiences we have each had with our veggie gardens. We attended the same High School in Birmingham and became lifelong friends.  Both of us came down here to school at Auburn and even worked on the same team for a company in 1983.
	It’s funny how life will deal you cards and present you with career altering situations that were not expected or anticipated.  Our paths only crossed two or three times during the last 25 years.  Recently, because of certain personal life changing events, Steve and I became re-acquainted.  A couple of visits, some e-mail exchanges, cell phone calls and waah-la.  We are right back where we left off.  No time had passed…..it seemed.
	It was good to see my old friend.  Interestingly enough, our interests have matured from where we were in high school and college (thank goodness).  But, they have developed similarly and paralleled each other almost (eerily).
	As spring begins a renewal process for outdoor life each year, I find it interesting that Steve and I have renewed our friendship after all these years.  We’ve already begun swapping “the best” garden seeds we’ve each discovered and planned more fishing trips.  As this season progresses, I’m sure the friendship will progress as well and pick up where we left off so many years ago.




Extension Programs Planned
	About 20 years ago, Jeff Clary had the idea to hold a fruit pruning demonstration on a cold February Saturday morning.  I’ll never forget the first day.  We advertized it and had no idea how many people would attend. I think about 60 showed up that cold cloudy day.
	Over the years, we expanded this demonstration to include ornamental plants as well as fruit trees and have had great response.  We have tried to add new topics each year and utilize several different sites to add versatility to this program.
	This year, we will host the 2009 Landscape Maintenance workshop at the O-A News Building @ 2901 Society Hill Road, Opelika, Al. From 9:00 am -12:00 noon, come early for coffee and biscuits.

Workshops to address Interest in “Home Grown” fruits and Vegetable

	There has been dramatic increase in vegetable gardening for the last several months.  Talking with clients and retailers, it appears that many folks are planning to plant home gardens in 2009 and for various reasons.  Much of this interest may be due to the poor economy, higher food prices, or recent food safety concerns.  Some people are hoping to save money by having a home garden. Others just like the exercise, the taste of fresh fruits and vegetables, or enjoy growing things and/or giving it away to others.  Many just wish to return to family traditions and have a garden again as they did when they were children, or now desire to teach their own children.
	For those of you wishing to learn more about how to have a home garden and grow your own fruits and vegetables, The Alabama Cooperative Extension System will be offering a series of “Home Grown” gardening workshops in 2009.  The first of these public workshops will be held in March on the Auburn University Campus, Room 207 Comer Hall from 5:00 pm- 7:00 pm, this 3 night course will be held on March 12, Vegetable Garden Basics, March 19 Soils & Plant Nutrition and Raised Bed Gardening, & March 26th.  Come by the Extension office for a registration form, or we can email it to you, please call our office @ 334-749-3353.  These workshops are $5.00 per night or $10.00 for all 3 nights.
 
  

