News Column for Wednesday, February 4th, 2009
By: Chuck Browne
	They must know the exact date which to send them.  They also have got to have the knowledge about who to send them to.  The marketing strategy is brilliant.  The product they sell is irresistible to the target audience.  It is not a scam.  
	Seed catalogs arrive in the mail at the precise time that color photos of the best foliage, flowers and fruits of summer plants can make the most impact on the weary gardener, who is anxious to get back into the garden and smell the essence of the earth, hear the frogs and crickets at night and watch the emergence of seedlings and the promise of yet another growing season.
	Like the cold  rainy weather that grips us this winter, the gardener that is hooked overlooks all of this as they do the insects, disease and hot weather we have to endure during the summer to produce backyard flowers and fruits.
	I just ordered a large (some might say outrageously large) order of seeds to start for my spring and summer garden.  While I still depend heavily on the locally supplied transplants in the convenient cell packs from our nurseries, garden centers and feed and seed stores, I like starting at least part of my own seedlings.
	For one, starting seeds indoors gives me a jump on spring.  I feel like I’m cheating nature when its 30 degrees outside and I’ve got a flat of little tomatoes or basil that is tucked snugly in the front hallway by the window.
	Secondly, I order varieties that are not commonly available locally from our suppliers.  Most of these are experiments for me.  I love trying new varieties.  Others, I order because of their superior disease resistance but unfamiliarity with the public and hence, suppliers.  Once again I’m always experimenting with new plants. 
	I’ve had great successes.  I’ve had devastating failures.  The one thing I’ve learned when planting vegetables and annual flowers is to never plant a monculture or all of the same kind. Mix them up.  Diseases and Insects don’t like that.  This is good news for backyard gardeners.  
Research has shown that tomatoes are the #1 grown backyard vegetable/fruit.  We have a publication that is not on our website but available from our office in  Opelika titled “Tomato Varieties Growth Habit and Disease Resistance”   Chip East, Regional Agent for Commercial Horticulture updated this most informative publication on tomato varieties and their resistance to disease.  It has been most helpful to me and invaluable when making decisions on which were the best cultivar’s for which situation. Stop by our office for your reference copy. 

“Home Grown” Workshops
	The Alabama Cooperative Extension System will soon host a series of “Home Grown ” gardening workshops all across Alabama in 2009 .  Lee County will host the first workshop, “Backyard GROWceries” on March 12th, March 19th and March 26th.  The classes will begin at 5:00 pm and end at 7:00 pm.  The three part class will be held at Auburn University, location to be announced.  These classes are designed for beginning gardeners ready to grow their own vegetables and fruits.  The cost is $10.00 for the three part class or $5.00 each.
March 12, 2009
5:00 pm	Vegetable Garden Basics, 	
March 19, 2009
5:00 pm	Soils & Plant Nutrition,         	 
6:15 pm	Raised Bed Gardening		
March 26, 2009
5:00 pm	Container Gardening		
5:45 pm	Edible Landscapes (Fruits)	

To sign-up for this “Home Grown” workshop, contact the Lee County Extension office at 334-749-3353 by March 1st. 
