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	Several years ago, an Extension colleague who had just been hired in a county extension office asked me “why are people so obsessed over their lawns”?  This question came to me after a typical spring day where lawn care calls sometime dominate all others.
	This is not a new or recent phenomenon.  It is also not unique to just our area.  The turf management industry is huge nationally and encompasses more than just home lawns, although homeowner yards do account for a large part.  But when considered, golf courses, parks, athletic fields, commercial building sites and the millions and millions of acres along roadside make up a lot of grass that has to be maintained, at least at some level.
	There are many factors to consider when maintaining a successful lawn.  However, if I were asked to list the most important ones, I think they are the following (not necessarily in order)
	Sunlight, Water, Nutrients, Proper mowing, Grasses are full sun plants.  There are no shade loving grasses.  These are a few (very few) shade tolerant grasses.  But even shade tolerant grasses such as St. Augustine and Fescue do better in full sun. If you have shade,  consider growing other plants besides grass.
	The last few years of summer droughts have made us all more aware of just how important water is to the growth and survival of plants.  Even though grasses are usually more drought tolerant than other landscape plants, we are still seeing long lasting effects and damage to lawns brought on by the recent summer droughts.  Optimum water amounts for turf grasses are between one and one and a half inches of water per week during the growing season.  Use a rain gauge or cylindrical metal can like a cat food or tuna fish can to measure rainfall or sprinkler system precipitation rates.
	Proper application of nutrients and timing of those applications is another essential element for healthy continued growth.  Over the years, I have found most people over fertilize grass, too early in the season and then allow the grass to “starve” for the rest of the summer.  They also don’t apply near enough lime but that is another whole story.
	Applying a slow release fertilizer will help this situation some.  However, most slow release materials are temperature and moisture activated.  So if it gets hot and rains a lot, slow release fertilizer will be utilized faster than the bag or label may indicate.  A soil test every 3 or 4 years is the best way to determine what kind and how much fertilizer your lawn needs.  It will also determine the lime requirement.  Believe me; from looking at thousands of soil test results over the years, the question is usually not “does the grass need lime”?
	One of my turf grass professors in college once stated that mowing properly might be the single most important management practice we can do to ensure a good, healthy, weed resistant turf.  Most of us mow at the wrong height and don’t mow frequently enough.  If you are scalping the lawn every time you mow, one or two things may be happening.  Either the grass is being maintained at too high a level and it is actually shading itself out or the interval between mowing is too long.  It could possibly be both.
We have numerous extension publications on maintaining lawns.  They are all available on our website www.aces.edu  if I had to pick one, it would be ANR 239, Home Lawn Maintenance.  It is also available from our office @ 600 S. 7th Street in Opelika.  It can provide more information and give details on the items previously mentioned.


Local Plant Sales on A-Day Weekend
	Don’t forget the two local plant sales next weekend.  Both sales benefit worthwhile causes in the area from student scholarships to the East Alabama Food Bank.
	Friday and Saturday, the AU Campus Club sale will be at the parking lot on the corner of Samford and South College, in Auburn.  The hours Friday are from 9:00 am until dark Saturday, the hours are from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.  For more information contact Mary Lou Matthews @ mandml@att.net or 334-821-2161.
	Sunday April 19th will be the 8th Annual Gardener’s Plant Sale at 562 Forest Park Circle in Auburn.  This sale always has unique, hard to find herbs, annuals and perennials.  Hours are from 1:00 pm until 5:00 pm.  For more information, contact Evie Ratner on email gardenersplantsale@mac.com  or 334-887-2244.
Master Gardener’s Hotline 
	The Alabama Master Gardener Hotline is open for all your Home Garden Questions and it is toll free 1-877-252-GROW (4769) Monday thru Thursday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. This service is free thru out all  of Alabama.


