News Column for Wednesday April 1, 2009
By: Chuck Browne
	The Master Gardener toll free hotline is opening up beginning today for East Central Alabama.  Hours are 9am-2pm Monday thru Thursday and you can phone in from anywhere toll free 1-877-252-4769 or 1-877-alagrow.
	Here at the Lee County Extension Office, we are happy to help the citizens anytime and anyway we can.  We answer emails, phone calls, perform site visits, office visits and have cell phones for when we are out of the office. The Master Gardener hotline is just one more way to be able to answer your horticulture questions in a timely fashion. Master Gardeners have trained for this and have numerous resources and are eager and willing to help with all sorts of your yard, lawn and gardening questions.
Plant Sales Benefit Local Causes
	The weekend of April 17-19 is a chance for gardeners to have a wide selection of some very unique plants most of which were grown right here locally.  2 Plant sales, the AU Campus Club/Horticulture Scholarship plant sale and the 8th annual Gardeners Plant Sale and Benefit both are being held A-Day weekend in Auburn.  
	The AU Campus Clubs sale will be Friday, April 17 from 9am until dark and Saturday, April 18 from 8 am to 5 pm.  Location will be at the parking lot on the corner of S. College and Samford Ave. across from the President’s home.
	All proceeds benefit the Campus Club’s First Ladies Scholarship Endowment (honoring AU’S First Ladies) and PLANT’S academic enrichment programs.  The First Lady Scholarships are awarded to horticulture students through the Ag. Scholarship Committee headed by Professor Jeff Sibley.  To date, fifteen endowed scholarships have been funded toward the current goal of nineteen.
	The combined sale will offer a huge variety of plant materials, at an optimum time for spring planting.  Come, browse, get advice and shop: bedding plants, vegetables, and herbs: trees, shrubs, annuals, and perennials; berries and vines, some very unusual and hard to find.  Big Leaf Magnolias, Natchez Crepe Myrtles, Trilllium, hellebores, Lady Bankshire, Angel Trumpets, Clematis, Camellias, Azaleas…and more.  Soil amendments Mater and Tunia dirt and a limited amount of grass sod (by the piece) will available.
	Experience gardeners and horticultural experts will be on hand for advice.  Cash, Checks, Visa and Master Card are accepted. A detailed list of items for sale will be available by email.  To obtain a copy, contact Mary Lou Matthew at mandml@att.net or phone 821-2161.


	The 8th annual Gardeners Plant Sale and Benefit will be held the following day on Sunday, April 19th from 1:00 pm-5:00 pm, @ 562 Forest Park Circle in Auburn.  This plant sale features a lot of hard to get annuals and perennials that are well suited for this area. 
	Oregano, scented Geraniums, Columbine, Moon Vine, Thyme, Cilantro, Fox Glove, Chives, Chili Peppers and all sorts of other vegetables as well as drought tolerant and deer resistant plants will be available.  For more information contact Evie Ratner email gardenersplantsale@mac.com, or 887-2244, or contact East Alabama Food Bank 821-9006.  All proceeds go to the East Alabama Food Bank.

Forest Landowner Tour Scheduled Next Week
	The Lee County Forestry Stewardship Committee and the Saugahatchee Watershed Management Plan Committee will host a Forest Land Best Management Plan workshop on Thursday, April 9th from 4:00 pm until 7:30 pm at the Mary Olive Thomas Demonstration Forest on Moores Mill Road.
	This tour will address Water Quality of the Saugahatchee Creek, Basics of soil erosion, Alabama Forestry Best Management Practices and Maintaining Forest Roads and Stream Crossings.
	There will be a supper served at no cost to the participants and attendance at the workshop is free of charge.  However, registration is required by April 6th and can be made by phoning 749-3353 or email Janet Frandsen @ frandjm@aces.edu

