News Column for Wednesday, May 7th, 2008
By: Chuck Browne


If you have Magnolia trees in your yard, perhaps you’ve noticed it.  Judging from last weeks calls, I think most people have.  We call it “Magnolia Leaf Drop”.  Every spring, Magnolia trees shed some of their leaves as new growth begins.  This year, it seems to be several weeks early and the trees seem to be shedding more than normal. 


This Naturally occurring event always alarms homeowners who think the trees are dying.  It is however a Natural process that we see every year.  Even though Magnolias, like hollys and azaleas are evergreen, they still shed leaves.  Most of the time, older leaves of evergreens are shed in the fall and people rarely are concerned that time of year.  Leaf shed also occurs as the plant develops new, more productive leaves as new growth begins.


As long as the trees are developing new leaves, there is little reason for concern.  If you feel you must do something for the tree, a little fertilizer and perhaps lime in the root zone of the tree will benefit the new growth.  One cup of a 12-4-8, 16-4-8 or 10-10-10 per inch of tree trunk diameter should be adequate.  For example, 10 inch tree trunk, 10 cups of fertilizer.  Be certain to broadcast the fertilizer evenly throughout the root zone which is under the canopy and just beyond.  Avoid concentrating fertilizer all in one area or near the trunk.  Feeder roots that take up water and fertilizers are at and just beyond the dripline of not just Magnolia’s but all plants.  Be sure to water in all of the fertilizer or time the application to coincide with adequate rainfall.

Master Gardener Hotline Available Statewide


The Alabama Cooperative Extension System which sponsors the Alabama Master Gardener Program has developed another way to help answer homeowner and consumer horticultural questions.  1-877-ALA-Grow or 1-877-252-4769 is a toll free number that will put you in touch with one of the many graduates of the Master Gardener Program.


The state has been sectioned off into regions of similar growing conditions.  Lee County is in the East Central region and shares answering the hotline duties with Elmore, Autauga and Montgomery Counties.  A voicemail directory when you dial in allows you to choose what region you can choose to be connected.  The hours of the hotline are from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm Monday thru Thursday.  Currently the hotline operates between April and September.  
Backyard Edible Landscape Demonstration Planned


There seems to have been a renewed interest from folks about turning their home grounds into more of a edible landscape.  Many of us remember when grandma or grandpa had a small patch of vegetables or a fruit tree or two out in back of the house.  For that generation, backyard vegetable and fruit production was a way of life.


In recent times, priorities shifted more towards ornamentals, whether they are shrubs, flowers or lawns.  We are seeing that trend change as high food prices and concerns over agri-terrorism threaten our food supply.


For this reason, Dani Carroll with the Lee County Extension Office has designed a way people who may have never grown vegetables or fruits can stop by and observe an actual transformation of a typical suburban landscape into a sustainable, backyard garden that is both attractive and functional.

On Friday, May 16th between the hours of 10:00 am and 2:00 pm, she will host an “Open House” type demonstration at 791 Cornstalk Circle in Auburn (Shelton Park).  There is no set agenda and you can stop by at any time during 10 & 2.  This type format is designed for the new gardener who may have many questions about beginning a garden.  Dani and I both will be there as well as several Master Gardeners.  We will have Extension Gardening publications and hopefully be able to spend one on one time with each participant.  There is no cost or registration for additional information, Contact Dani @ Carrodl@aces.edu
