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By: Chuck Browne


This Friday May 16th, The Lee County Extension Office will host an “Open House” demonstration on beginner’s backyard gardening from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.  Location is at the home of Dani Carroll, horticulturalist with the Lee County Extension.  The Address is 791 Cornstalk Circle in Shelton Park in Auburn.


This informal workshop is designed for gardening beginners or new homeowners who perhaps have never had a vegetable garden or fruit bearing plants.  Dani, several Master Gardeners and I will all be there to offer one on one training on how to turn a red clay backyard into a productive garden site.  There is no time limit or set agenda, you can come anytime between 10 and 2 and stay as long or as briefly as you like.  There will be numerous gardening related Extension Publications available and the workshop is free.  For more information contact Dani at carrodl@aces.edu
Master Gardener Tour Planned This Weekend


Some of the best gardening design ideas I’ve ever seen have been from visiting with Master Gardeners and homeowners who have a flair for outdoor spatial design and plant selection.  Residents of Lee and surrounding counties will again have that same opportunity this Saturday and Sunday at the 2008 Garden Tour.

This tour features seven outstanding gardens, in the Auburn/Opelika area, all very unique in each of their design styles.  You can attend any of the gardens in any order you wish on Saturday, May 17th between 10 am and 5 pm or Sunday, May 18th between 1 pm and 6 pm.


Tickets are $15.00 dollars at the door, $12.00 dollars in advance by tomorrow (Thursday) at 5:00 pm.  Children under 12 years of age are free.  Advanced tickets are available at the Auburn Chamber of Commerce, Blooming Colors Nursery, Opelika Chamber of Commerce and Southern Crossing in Opelika.  Individual garden tickets are $5.00.  The tour will take place rain or shine.

Basic Beekeeping 101 Course Offered


Through conversations and several E-Mail requests, we have scheduled a basic, beekeeping short course for beginners wanting to know more about beekeeping,  The Saugahatchee Beekeepers Association and the Lee County Extension Office will host a half day short course on Friday, May 23rd from 8:00 am until Noon at the Lee County Extension Auditorium, 600 South 7th Street in Opelika.

There is no cost for the course but please call 749-3353 or email Janet Frandsen at frandjm@aces.edu to confirm your attendance.  Topics to be covered include equipment needed, beekeeping equipment suppliers, hive location, basic bee biology, honey bee parasites and much more.  We will then take a short field trip to a working apiary to view an open hive of bees.  Protective equipment is limited so participants are encouraged to bring their own if possible.
