News Column for Wednesday, April 16, 2008
By: Chuck Browne


Somewhere in my distant past I remember seeing a bumper sticker that read “Think globally…..act locally”.  I took this to mean that the solution to an overwhelmingly large complex problem began with simple, local actions that anyone could perform


This saying recently come to the forefront of my mind when I gave the cashier at the gas station a 100 dollar bill and received only a few ones for change.  High gasoline prices affect everyone and there are lots of gas saving tips and practices that most people are being forced to adopt.  I have one more idea that sounds far fetched, but it has merit.  Grow a backyard vegetable garden.


The average American consumer’s vegetables and fruits travel approximately 2000 miles to reach the produce section of their supermarket.  Fruits & Vegetables travel mainly by diesel powered trucks.   Vegetables and fruits are largely made up of water, which is heavy, and becoming increasingly more expensive to ship.  If homeowners would grow a small vegetable garden or at least a few containers on the patio or deck, it might help contribute in some way.  At the very least, it would save a few dollars at the grocery store.

I’m not advocating plowing up the lawn and row cropping corn.  However, if you have a sunny spot in your yard, you can successfully grow vegetables and fruits.


Dani Carroll, Horticulturist here at the Lee County Extension Office has done just that.  She recently moved into a new home and has begun developing her grounds into a small, sustainable edible landscape that is aesthetically pleasing.


Now is the perfect time to begin looking at some simple alternatives to the inevitable increasing food costs due to high fuel prices.  On Friday, May 2nd, Dani is hosting an Extension “open house” at her home in Auburn.  Hours are between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  You can come by anytime during those hours and look at her progress and methods of gardening.  This informal demonstration will provide personal, one on one visit’s to anyone interested in beginning a small, urban, edible landscape.  Location is at   791 Cornstalk Circle in the Shelton Park Subdivision.  There is no registration and the program is free.  For additional information, contact Dani by email at carrodl@aces.edu or 334-749-3353.
April offers several Extension Education Opportunities

Besides Dani’s backyard vegetable demonstration (which is actually in May) there are several other opportunities to attend Alabama Cooperative Extension System educational programs in the next two weeks.


Fire Ant Workshop: On Friday, April 18, 2008, the Alabama Cooperative Extension System will host an East Alabama Fire Ant Field Day to discuss and demonstrate how to effectively manage ones fire ant populations.  This workshop will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the campus of Lyman Ward Military Academy at 174 Ward Circle off Highway 50 East in Camp Hill, Tallapoosa County, Alabama.  There is a $10.00 pre-registration fee to attend; Lunch will be provided and is included in the registration fee.  Pesticide Points & CEU’s will be offered.  To register or obtain additional information, call the Tallapoosa County Extension Office at 256-825-1050


Forest Landowner Tour:  On Monday April 21st, there will be a forest tour at the Mary Olive Thomas Demonstration Forest.  Registration is at 3:30 with the tour beginning at 4:00 pm.  Topics will be pre-commercial thinning and bio-fuel research that is currently on going at the site cost is $10.00 which includes a steak supper.  Participants must call 749-3353 by this Friday April 18 so we can plan for the meal.

Critter Control & Cures:  On Tuesday evening, April 29th from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the Auburn University Forestry & Wildlife Sciences Building in the Conference Room, 602 Duncan Drive on the Auburn Campus. Animals to be discussed Armadillos, Deer, Chipmunks, Squirrels, Voles, Canada Geese, Moles, Rabbits, Bats, Raccoons, Opossums, Snakes, Muskrats, Beavers, Coyotes and Various Birds.


There is a $5.00 registration fee.  Registration can be mailed or brought to the Lee County Extension Office 600 South 7th St. Suite 4 Opelika, Al  36801 for more information call Janet Frandsen at 334-749-3353 or email frandjm@aces.edu
