News Column for Wednesday, April 9th 2008
By: Chuck Browne

County Agent Busted


This is one of those things that has to be acknowledged, accepted and admitted to the public before reconciliation can take place.  I was arrested last week.  Yes, it’s true.  Your county agent was arrested for good and bail set at a huge sum.


My crime was answering a telephone call one day and saying “yes”.  I’m going to need the help of my readers to get out of this.  Hopefully every week, you read this news column.  The very next week, I write another one with you in mind.  This week however, I am asking for your help.  In order to keep from being detained in an undetermined location for an indefinite period of time, I need to make bail by April 24th.  If not……well, who knows?
I may never be heard from again!


I have been arrested and will be put in jail for the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) lock-up.  I just have to raise my bail before the Lock-Up and they will go easy on me, but I need your financial assistance to post my bond.  Your 100% tax-deductible donation will help MDA continue research into the cause and the possible cure of the 43 neuromuscular diseases they cover.  Your support of the MDA Lock-Up will also help MDA provide wheelchairs, clinic visits and summer camp for the families served by the Association in our local area.

Regional Fire Ant Meeting Planning


Have you ever been stung by a fire ant?  That is an easy question to answer.  If you live in the South, everybody has encountered fire ants at one time or another.  To many people, the fire ants sting in annoying.  To others, it is life threatening.


Homeowners, Farmers, Ranchers, Golf Course Managers, Apartment Rental Manager’s, Wildlife Managers, Nursing home attendants, School Grounds Managers, Restaurant owners, Power Company Workers, Postal Workers, News paper Carriers, Day Care provides, Landscape workers, pedestrians, infants are all affected by these pesky, potentially life threatening insects.

On Friday, April 18, 2008, the Alabama Cooperative Extension System will host an East Alabama Fire Ant Field Day to discuss and demonstrate how to effectively manage ones fire ant populations.  This workshop will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. on the campus of Lyman Ward Military Academy at 174 Ward Circle off Highway 50 East in Camp Hill, Tallapoosa County, Alabama.  It will feature topics on fire ant biology, research based and proved control techniques, latest 2008 fire ant control products, as well as, six educational tracks for location specific hands-on fire ant control product demonstrations.  Educational demonstrations that will be offered in the area of:  Athletic Fields, School Grounds & Parks, Pastures & Hayfields, Commercial Nursery & Vegetable Crops, Home Lawns & Gardens, Pest Control Operators, and Extension Agents.

Fire ant products exhibits and vendors will also be on hand.  There is a $10.00 pre-registration fee to attend; Lunch will be provided and is included in the registration fee.  Pesticide Points & CEU’s will be offered.  To register or obtain additional information, call the Tallapoosa County Extension Office at 256-825-1050
Critter Control & Cures


Another program offered by the Cooperative Extension System and the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources is focused on Backyard Wildlife Damage and its control.


The program will be held on Tuesday evening, April 29th from 6:30 p.m.

to 9:30 p.m. at the Auburn University Forestry & Wildlife Sciences Building in the Conference Room.  Address is 602 Duncan Drive on the Auburn Campus.


There is a $5.00 registration fee.  Registration can be mailed or brought in to the Lee County Extension Office 600 South 7th St. Suite 4 Opelika, Al  36801 for more information call Janet Frandsen at 334-749-3353.
