News Column for Wednesday, April 23, 2008
By: Chuck Browne


Last week, I wrote of how simply growing some backyard vegetables would make an impact, although small, on battling the rising cost of petroleum fuel.  There is another way which is also very similar.  Purchase locally grown produce.


Up until recently, that was difficult to do.  Gone were the old fashion curb markets where local farmers brought their fresh from the farm produce.  Almost gone also were the farmers that grew them.  The number of farmers has been steadily declining and the size of the farms has been increasing.  It has become a big business that supplies huge markets to meet the consumers demand for consistent, uniform fruits and vegetables.  In addition to that most fruits and vegetables that Americans consume are grown in Florida or western states such as California and Arizona where their climate is suitable for consistent year round production.

However, a few years ago several entities in the state partnered to form the campaign “Buy Fresh….Buy Local”.  Don Wambles with the Farmer’s Market Authority led the charge and as of today has developed almost 100 new, local markets that feature only locally grown Alabama products. By and large, statewide this movement has been a huge success.

Lee County has been fortunate to benefit from acquiring 2 of these new markets.  One is Ag. Heritage Park Market that will open up tomorrow afternoon at 3:00 p.m. for the 2008 growing season.  Some of the items available will be Alabama grown Strawberries, Lettuces, Greens, Green-house grown Tomato’s, Fresh Stone Ground Cornmeal, Grits, Butter, Goat Cheese, Soaps, Casseroles, Breads and Local Honey.  There will be many plants, hanging baskets and herbs to choose from.  The Auburn University Horticulture Department will be there with their famous “Mater Dirt” and their new bags of “Tuniapeat”. Auburn University Fisheries Dept. will have Alabama Raised Shrimp.  Come by, hamburgers and hot dogs will be sold.  Come support Alabama’s finest!

Another market Opelika Main Street Market this market is held on Tuesday afternoons on South Railroad Avenue from 3:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m.  Opening dates for the Opelika market will soon be announced.
Backyard Vegetable Garden Demonstration


The Backyard vegetable garden demonstration at Dani Carroll’s home is May 16th, not May 2nd as previously posted.  The demonstration will start at 10:00 a.m. and end at 2:00 p.m.  Feel free to drop by between those hours to observe small backyard sustainable edible landscape.  Contact Dani Carroll phone 749-3353 or email carrodl@aces.edu
Critter Control Workshop Scheduled

Wildlife biologist, Conservation officers, Extension specialists and County Agents will conduct this program April 29th from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the Auburn University Forestry & Wildlife Sciences Building in the Conference Room, 602 Duncan Drive on the Auburn Campus. Animals to be discussed Armadillos, Deer, Chipmunks, Squirrels, Voles, Canada Geese, Moles, Rabbits, Bats, Raccoons, Opossums, Snakes, Muskrats, Beavers, Coyotes and Various Birds.


There is a $5.00 registration fee.  Registration can be mailed or brought to the Lee County Extension Office 600 South 7th St. Suite 4 Opelika, Al  36801 for more information call Janet Frandsen at 334-749-3353 or email frandjm@aces.edu
Carpenter Bees

Carpenter bees are large and economically important insects that are active from early spring through summer.  Like other bees, carpenter bees pollinate crops and home gardens.  However, they tend to hover around houses and other wooden structures when searching for mates and favorable sites to construct their nests.  They almost totally depend on man-made structures for the wood used to construct their nests.


Carpenter bees are not stinging bees like honeybees and bumblebees.  A male carpenter bee is aggressive when protecting its nesting site, but is harmless because it does not have a stinger.  Although a female has a stinger, it will not usually sting unless it is handled or molested.


Because Carpenter bees nest in wood, they can cause aesthetic and structural damage.  Common nesting sites include house siding, eaves, window trim, fascia boards, shingles, decks, fences, and outdoor furniture.


Carpenter bees are usually nuisance pests, but can cause considerable structural damage from repeated colonization of the same area.  Woodpeckers often peck through the wood surface of carpenter bees’ tunnels to prey on the larvae inside, thus causing more severe damage.


Spray or dust insecticide such as Sevin directly into the carpenter bees’ entrance holes or adjacent wood surface to reduce carpenter bee activity.  These control efforts should be attempted in late afternoon or at night when the bees are inside the wood tunnels.  Also, a good tennis racquet or high pressure water gun can keep kids busy and is a good “organic” way to control these pesky insects.
