News Column for Wednesday, March 5th 2008
By; Chuck Browne


March can be quite unpredictable when it comes to weather.  It can bring tornadoes, blizzards or spring, sometimes, all within a few days of each other.  Historically, March is one of the wetter months as rapidly changing weather systems often bring us rain.  One of the largest snowstorms that I ever remember happened in March.  Remember the “blizzard of 1993?”  I think it was even in late March.  I do recall peach trees being in full bloom that weekend.  Amazingly enough, we still made a crop that year.


However, in most people’s minds, March predominately means spring time.  Longer days, warmer weather, chirping birds at daybreak and the burst of color from spring flowering shrubs and trees all help create spring fever.  It’s a great ailment to have and one which I have to admit having.

Longleaf Pine Workshop Planned

In case you missed the recent Lee County Longleaf Pine field day back in February but wanted to attend, there is another opportunity coming up this month.


On March 14th, Auburn University’s Long leaf Alliance in conjunction with the Cooperative Extension System, Department of Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries, Forestry Commission, and the Alabama Wildlife Federation will be holding a program on managing longleaf pine forests for wildlife and diversity.  The program is open to the public.  Landowners, land managers, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend.  There is a $10.00 registration fee to assist with the cost of lunch and transportation.


A morning session will be held at the Wehle Nature Center located on County Road 47 approximately 5 miles southeast of Midway, Al.  Midway is located on US 82 between Montgomery and Eufaula.  There are signs that will direct you to Midway to the Nature Center.  The morning session will begin at 8:00 am and lunch will be served prior to a tour of the nearby forest site.  The field program will conclude at approximately 4:30 pm.

More details on the program and additional information can be found at the Alabama Wildlife Federation’s website www.alabamawildlife.org 

Should you have any questions about the program, feel free to contact Patrick Cook at (334) 361-7273.

ServSafe CERTIFICATION FOR RESTAURANT MANAGERS AND OWNERS

The Lee County Extension Office is now accepting registration for ServeSafe, a food safety course which all restaurant managers and owners must attend by​​​​, January 1, 2010.    

This 2 day course will be taught on March 24th and 25th at the Lee County Extension Auditorium from 9:00 am until 4:00 pm.  The cost is $95.00 (includes book, testing, and course materials) Pre registration is required.  Please call Janet Frandsen or Billie Hood at 334-749-3353 or Janet Johnson at 334-703-2237, Online registration by credit card only is https://ssl.acesag.auburn.edu/payment/fscert/registration.php
AU Campus Club Plant Sale This Month


The AU Campus Club and the Department of Horticulture will hold their annual plant sale on Friday, March 28th from Noon until 5pm and on Saturday, March 29th, from 8:00 am until noon.  (This is A Day weekend).
The sale will be held at the parking lot on the corner of Samford Ave. and South College, across the street from the AU President’s home.  There will be a large variety of plant materials some very unusual and hard to find trees, shrubs, bedding plants and herbs.  There will be plenty of parking and help with loading your purchases, Cash, Checks and MC and Vis are accepted.
All proceeds from this sale benefit the AU Campus Club First Ladies Scholarship Endowment which funds scholarships honoring Auburn’s First Ladies.  The scholarships are awarded to Horticulture students through the Ag. Scholarship Committee headed by Professor Jeff Sibley.  This fall 11 Scholarships were given honoring 11 AU First Ladies.  The goal is to fund 19 scholarships, one for each of Auburn’s First Ladies to date.  For additional information contact Mary Lou Matthews at m.ml@mindspring.com
Good To Grow Workshop: Managing Your Home Lawn
     The Alabama Cooperative Extension is pleased to announce the return of our popular class, "Good to Grow - Managing Your Home Lawn’.  The course will be team taught again this year by Drs. Beth Guertal and Dave Han, along with the generous assistance of other Extension and College of Agriculture faculty and staff.  Taught every Tuesday evening beginning March 11, 2008, from 5 to 6 pm, the course will cover all aspects of home turf grass management and care, including weed control, fertilization, grass selection, and solutions for everyday home problems such as shade, pets and compaction.  The cost is $50.00 for the entire 14 week course, which includes a copy of the book “Weeds of Southern Turf grasses” and a home lawn soil test.  The course will be taught in Funchess Hall on the AU campus, with a few trips planned around the campus itself.  To register, call Dani Carroll@ 334-749-3353 or email carrodl@aces.edu.  Enrollment is limited to 30 participants.

