News Column for Wednesday, February 27th 2008
By: Chuck Browne


This past week, Lee County got a little taste of spring.  Although our daffodils have been blooming for quite some time, the recent rains and warm weather has some of our spring flowing shrubs like Forsythia, Quince and some Spiraea in full bloom.  I noticed Bradford Pear and Blueberry blossoms swelling and hopefully spring will arrive in the next few weeks.


While it’s still too early to plant summer vegetables outdoors, you can get a jump on the season by starting some seeds inside.  As a general rule, avoid starting larger seeded vegetables inside.  Things like beans, corn, squash and melons grow rapidly and are best direct seeded into the garden.


You will by far have better success starting tiny seeded vegetables indoors like tomato’s, peppers, basil, tomatillios and other herbs.  After washing them, we use old flats and cell packs saved from last years annual plantings.  A peat/vermiculite potting mix is usually an excellent growing media.  These can be found at your local garden centers.  Keep the flats evenly moist, not damp and in a warm location with sun if at all possible.  Several of our Master Gardeners have found that the top of refrigerators or upright freezers work very well.  The heat generated by these appliances seems to be just right for starting seeds indoors.
Still Time Left to Plant Trees and Shrubs


Fall and winter are the best times to plant landscape plants and fruit trees.  Plants transplant best when they are dormant.  The welcomed rains have helped our soil moisture recover somewhat from the drought.  I was planting some trees last week and the soil moisture was excellent where we were.  While we are far from recovering from this historical drought 2008 looks so far, so good.  Let’s just hope this pattern continues.

I was in a Forestry Meeting last week where the impact of the last 2 summer’s droughts was discussed.  The negative effects of these two back to back years in the forestry industry will be felt for years to come.  This no doubt will also be the case with our home landscape trees and shrubs.


Even irrigated home lawns and landscapes have suffered damage.  We are looking at more and more sick trees and shrubs that can be related to drought problems.  Things like pine beetles, scales, trunk borers and lichens all attack weakened trees and shrubs.


This spring may be the time to evaluate your landscape and remove dead, diseased or marginal plants.  If you already know you have dead plants, now is a good time to pull them out and re-establish new ones.  As mentioned previously, dormant plants transplant best and now is a good time.  We have Extension publications available on the web or from our office on recommended varieties for the landscape or the orchard.
