News Column for Wed February 13, 2008

     This Saturday, The Lee County Extension staff has planned a half day, landscape management workshop aimed towards homeowners.  We will cover all aspects of landscape maintaining from pruning, mulching, planting, plant selections, proper spacing and much much more.
     The cost for the workshop is free and registration is not required.  Location is 1314 Moores Mill Road at the home of Barbara & Walker Baldwin.  The time is from 8:30 am until 11:30 am.  Come early for sausage biscuits and coffee sponsored by the Lee County Farmers Federation.  We will begin promptly @ 8:30am.  The entire workshop is outdoors so dress prepared for the weather.
     The Alabama Cooperative Extension is pleased to announce the return of our popular class, "Good to Grow - Managing Your Home Lawn’.  The course will be team taught again this year by Drs. Beth Guertal and Dave Han, along with the generous assistance of other Extension and College of Agriculture faculty and staff.  Taught every Tuesday evening beginning March 11, 2008, from 5 to 6 pm, the course will cover all aspects of home turf grass management and care, including weed control, fertilization, grass selection, and solutions for everyday home problems such as shade, pets and compaction.  The cost is $50.00 for the entire 14 week course, which includes a copy of the book “Weeds of Southern Turf grasses” and a home lawn soil test.  The course will be taught in Funchess Hall on the AU campus, with a few trips planned around the campus itself.  To register, call Dani Carroll@ 334-749-3353 or email carrodl@aces.edu.  Enrollment is limited to 30 participants.
FISH PONDS MANAGEMENT INFORMATION AVAILABLE
     Do you have a fish pond or small lake on your property?  Have you always wanted to catch that trophy bass suitable for mounting?  Perhaps you want to just catch a small stringer of fish every now and then for a family fish fry.  Whatever the case proper knowledge of Fish Pond Management is essential and will help you succeed in meeting your goals.
     Managing a fish pond consists of a few basic steps that need following for success.  However every situation is different and dynamic and really requires an understanding of the fish pond environment.  Extension has an excellent publication ANR 577, Management of Recreational Fish Ponds in Alabama.  While this publication will not make professional pond managers out of those who read it, it will provide and overall understanding of the fish pond environment and some for the challenges that pond managers are faced with.
     While some of the practices are easy for pond owners to perform themselves, others such as lime application, weed control and balance checks are more difficult.  We are fortunate in Lee County to have two professional Pond Management Services available if you lack the expertise or ability to manage your pond.
     Southeastern Pond Management is located between Auburn and Waverly and offers a complete range of Pond Management Services.
     Rick Biagham of T&T Aquatics is located in Crawford AL. and also offers a full range of Pond Management Services.  Contact him @ 706-887-2222.
DAVIS ARBORETUM PROGRAM
     There will be an educational program and Master Gardener workday at the Donald Davis Arboretum on the Auburn Campus Saturday, February 23rd.  The program will start at 9:00 a.m. CST at the Arboretum Pavilion.  We will be planting a tree for Arbor Day, helping with a tree seedling give away and removing vines from the vinery.
     Part of the day will be an educational program on native Alabama vines.  You should bring gloves, pruners and a brown bag lunch.  This is a great opportunity for both CEU credits and volunteer hours.  Please contact Stan Roark at (256) 357-2841 with any questions or email Stan at  roarkrs@auburn.edu.   

