News Column for July 30th, 2008
By: Chuck Browne


Of all the educational programs I’ve given over the years, especially to children, none has generated more interest than the ones on snakes.  My son Vincent used to have a pet Albino Corn Snake that was exceptionally tame and easy to handle.


 This snake used to travel with me around to 4-H clubs in a plastic travel cage.  He escaped in the house twice.  The first time we found him.  The second time, we didn’t.  A few months after the snake found his freedom, I found a shed skin out in the garage.  Perhaps he found the three things out there that all creatures need to survive, food, water and shelter.


As snakes grow, they shed their skins.  We fed our snake mice on a pretty regular basis and he grew quickly.  He would shed about 3 or 4 times a year.  Perhaps ones in the wild that have to hunt for food and don’t eat as regular don’t shed that often.  I really am not sure.  Those questions can be directed to Dr. Bob Mount.


A few days ago, a man brought in a very large snake skin, about 4 feet long.  It was completely intact, perfect from the head to the tail.  He found it in his attic and was extremely concerned that it was poisonous.  There are a couple of ways to judge whether or not a snake is poisonous by looking at the shed skin.  This one was not.  We determined it was a non poisonous constrictor of some sort, most probably a gray rat snake.


He was relieved but we could tell he was still somewhat nervous.  What was that snake doing up there anyway?  The attic provided 2 of 3 requirements for wildlife survival, shelter and probably food.  


Attics can be home to several things that snakes prey upon.  Such as rodents, mice, rats, squirrels and birds and bats.  I don’t really mind a bird here or there but the rest of those can cause major problems, especially squirrels.  In reality, that snake was actually doing him a favor.  He said he would never convince his wife of that so we suggested a few ways he could catch the snake and also recommended some companies that specialize in the service.

Convincing people that most snakes are beneficial is a hard sell.  We’ve all heard the sayings.  “The only good snake is a dead snake: and my favorite “I’m only scared of 4 kinds of snakes….big ones, little ones, live ones and dead ones”. 


People are usually afraid of what they don’t understand.  We recently received a new publication on snakes title ANR-1308, Identification of Snakes in Alabama for Forest Workers.  We also have another one ANR-597, Identification and Control of Snakes in Alabama. These two are available from our office or online at www.aces.edu.  They can explain how to tell the difference between poisonous and non poisonous snakes.  Also, facts about their biology, habits and even how to discourage them from taking up residence around your home is explained.

Master Gardner Course Offered

The Master Gardner Course is an Extension Program taught nationwide by Extension agents, specialists, Master Gardeners themselves and Horticulture experts.  Lee County has offered this course for over 20 years.


This year, the Lee County Extension Office will conduct this course beginning on Thursday, August 14th and each consecutive Thursday until October 30th.  Classes begin at 9:30 am and end at 3:00 pm.  Cost is $100.00 and includes the Master Gardener Handbook and all other supplies and material needed.


This 12 week course covers a wide range of Gardening topics from basics such as soils, plant pathology, pruning and planting to herbs and even wildlife damage issues.  In addition to the coursework, students are required to volunteer and equal amount of matching coursework hours back to the community in a variety of ways.  Numerous community projects are conducted yearly by Master Gardeners.  Most recently, Master Gardeners have been volunteering to answer our East Alabama Gardening Helpline which is a toll free gardening hotline, 1-877-ALAGROW.


To apply for this course, phone Dani Carroll at 749-3353 or e-mail carrodl@aces.edu.  Application deadline is July 31st.

