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There is no better time than now to experience firsthand why the blueberry plant is one of the finest landscaping plants available and should in my opinion, be planted more around homes.


The first and most obvious reason is for the fruit.  Blueberries ripen during June and July.  The fruit is both delicious and nutritious. Plus, blueberries are a native plant and sub sequentially, do not have the insect and disease pressure on them that things like peaches, plums, apples and pears have.  Blueberries can be grown organically or even pesticide free without any trouble.  My friend John McCollum in Opelika has his house landscaped with these versatile fruit producing plants.  Frank, Zach and Franklin Randle of Beauregard have shown blueberries can be farmed organically and have been doing so for many years.


An often overlooked characteristic of the blueberry is its fall color.  The brilliant pinkish red fall color of the blueberry plant makes as bold a statement as any expensive cultivar tree or shrub developed for the purpose of fall color.  This, on top of the fruit production keeps it on my top 10 list as a desirable landscape plant.  


Then, if these reasons are not enough, there are the spring flowers. While not quite as showy as its cousin the Azalea, the blueberry has white, tubular shaped flowers that add to the already huge flower display that we have in the spring here in Lee County.

When planting blueberries, dig wide, very shallow holes and amend with lots of compost, rotten pine bark, even some peat moss or rotted stable manures.  It’s best to plant them in the fall or winter.  However container grown plants can be planted anytime of the year.  Extra care in the form of watering needs to be addressed if you summer plant.  Mound the amended soil and plant in the middle, with the root ball slightly higher them surrounding soil level.


Mulching blueberries is highly recommended.  Blueberries do not require lots of fertilizer.  Avoid fertilizers that contain Ammonium Nitrate.
Use ones based on Ammonium Sulfate such as 12-4-8, 16-4-8 or 21-0-0.


Water is essential if there is big fruit set.  Just this past weekend, I was looking at our plants and saw where lots of fruit were dropped because of drought stress.  I got busy and watered.  Use a drip hose and provide regular moisture to your blueberry plants for optimum results.


We will be hosting a blueberry growing workshop on July 22, 2008 from 9 am until 3 pm at Kiesel Park in Auburn.  Cost for the workshop is $10.00 which includes Planting Blueberries, Pruning, Variety Selection, Health Benefits & Recipes, Lunch and a T-Shirt.  To register, phone 749-3353 or email Janet Frandsen, frandjm@aces.edu 

Food Preservation Workshop Scheduled

With the recent food scare on tomato’s and the concern for consuming local foods we have had a tremendous response and requests for information on food preservations and local production techniques.  


Janet Johnson, Regional Extension Agent for Nutrition and Food Preservation & Safety along with Dani Carroll, Horticulture Agent here at the Lee County Extension Office are hosting a food preservation workshop on Friday July 18, 2008 from 9am until noon.  Cost is $15.00 which includes a food preservation book and light refreshments.  Location will be at the Lee County Agricultural Auditorium, 600 South 7th Street in Opelika.  Please phone 749-3353 or email Janet Frandsen, frandjm@aces.edu to register.

