News Article for Wednesday, March 12th, 2008.
By: Chuck Browne


In the last few weeks we have had numerous calls about dead plants, mostly trees. Unfortunately, I’m afraid we are going to see even more plants including lawns that either don’t leaf out this spring after winter dormancy or leaf out in the spring and then succumb to summer stresses.


I have seen a lot of cold damage or plants that quite frankly, should not have occurred.  The results of the last two summer’s droughts left most plants in Alabama in a state of stress.  It is a proven fact; stressed plants are more susceptible to insects and diseases.  Likewise, a stressed plant is also more susceptible to cold damage.  I lost two Rhododendrons this winter and parts of others that should not have been affected by temperatures this winter.  Rhododendrons are extremely cold hearty and can with stand temperatures much colder than we have had recently.  Evaluation of our landscape also revealed several dead dogwood trees.  Some Dogwoods were partly dead and several azaleas had half the plant a few limbs dead back to the ground.


So what to do?  First, remove any plant or parts of the plant that are obviously dead. This may involve scratching the bark with your fingernail, starting at the tips and then working down towards the middle of main stem of the plant; Dead tissue does the plant no good and can be removed anytime.

Second, determine the cause of the stressed plant and alleviate the situation if at all possible.  In some cases, additional watering may be all that is necessary.  Removal of competition from grass in the root zone will help the plant readjust.  Mulching the root zone with 2 to 3 inches of an organic material such as pine straw, bark, leaves or composted wood chips will help conserve moisture, moderate soil temperatures, prevent crusting of the soil prevent weeds and release nutrients back to the plant as the mulch decomposes.

Third, provide proper soil nutrition for the plant to grow.  Adjusting the soil pH with lime is usually necessary, but is mere guess work without first obtaining a soil test.  Seven dollars and a little effort will take the guesswork out of what to, when to how to and where to fertilize and lime in 

your landscape.


Information is available on our website www.aces.edu or from our office @ 749-3353 on how to take a soil sample and interpret the results.

