News Article for Master Gardener Newsletter
By:  Chuck Browne
	
	I recently attended the State Beekeepers Associations Annual Meeting which is held each year about this time on the Auburn University Campus.  This is about the 4th or 5th one I’ve attended and the number of participants has grown tremendously in that time.  There were probably 200 people at this year’s meeting.
	During the breaks, we had time to visit with the other participants and also the vendors and sponsors.  I saw lots of people that I knew from across the state as well as some Lee County Master Gardeners.  It then dawned on me that Master Gardeners were the perfect group to keep bees.
	Honey bees are valuable to humans, not so much for the products they provide such as wax and honey, but for their role in the pollination of plants.  Even self pollinating plants will benefit by producing larger fruit and sometimes even more fruit when bees visit those flowers.  Some crops such as those in the Cucurbit Family and almonds depend entirely on bee visits for pollination.
	Honeybee populations have declined drastically in the last 20 to 30 years for a variety of reasons.  Wild hives have all but disappeared.  Even managed hive populations have declined due to parasites, insecticides and even other yet to be determined factors.  The “disappearing bee syndrome” has affected honeybees mainly in the North and Northeast and thankfully is not a problem in the South….yet.
	Dani Carroll helped begin the Saughatchee Beekeepers Organization about 4 years ago. They meet locally at the Lee County Extension Auditorium on the first Tuesday of every even month at 6:00 p.m. Dues are $5.00 per year and there’s always an educational program and a wealth of information shared.  All are welcome to attend.
	Bee keeping is a great hobby that will complement any garden whether vegetable, flower, home landscape or farm.  In the last several years, I have learned from members of this group and am no longer afraid of going into a hive.  I’ve helped hatch swarms, rob honey and enjoyed learning about this whole new part of gardening whose relative importance is largely unknown.  I encourage and challenge you as a group to do the same.  I’m sure you won’t regret it
