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	The call went something like this. “Mr. Browne, I’m in charge of an outdoor festival later on in the year and I need to eradicate all the fire ants on the property”.
	After a little explaining to the caller why eradication of all the fire ants is really not possible, she was very understanding and willing to do what it takes to achieve a manageable population for her event.
	Human encounters with fire ants are almost always negative and anyone who has spent even a little bit of time outdoors knows or learns very quickly about these persistent pests.
	To effectively manage fire ants, a little understanding of their life cycle is helpful.  Even if someone did go to the effort to totally eliminate all the fire ants from a given area, other fire ant mounds produce swarms, usually about this time of year or a little later.  There are numerous new queens produced, up to 100 per existing mound. The new queens can fly and they mate in the air and drop to the ground and begin a new colony.  Unless sometimes preys on the new queen (such as existing fire ants already established in the area) she will produce a new visible mound in a few months.
	Other fire ants are a new queens greatest threat.  So in reality, you need a few mounds here and there to keep re-population to a minimum.
	There are three ways we can manage fire ant mounds in high traffic areas such as lawns, playgrounds, ball fields etc.  The choices are a contact insecticide, a bait, or a combination of the two.
	Contact insecticides are just that.  They are applied directly to a mound and usually kill it quickly.   These are the best choice if you only have a few visible mounds in high traffic areas and need them gone, yesterday.  The downside of this method is that is labor intensive, more expensive on a per acre basis and almost always, small colonies that have not yet developed visible mounds are missed.  However, contact fire ant insecticides definitely have their place in a total management program.
	Overall, broadcasting baits when the ants are foraging is more effective.  The foraging workers will gather the bait through their foraging tube entrances, sometimes as much as 20 feet from the visible mound, and bring it back to the colony where it goes to work.   Baits either kill the queen and workers or cause growth development problems.  In either case, it is more effective for successful long term management.
	The downside to baits is that most of the time, they work slower than contact insecticides.  People are generally impatient when it comes to fire ants and most don’t want to wait.  Other problems arise when conditions are not right and the bait is applied.  Always check to see if the ants are foraging by either applying a small amount of bait near the mound or crush a few potato chips and see if the ants pick them up.  Never disturb the ants when using baits.  If they are not foraging, save your bait for a more appropriate time.  Temperatures must be warm and the soil dry.  Rainfall before or after application also reduces foraging.
	A combination of both is probably best.  Apply the baits allow them to work.  Then, follow up with a contact insecticide on the more noticeable mounds.
	Agriculture research universities such as Auburn throughout the fire ant infestations zone have been working together for years on developing successful fire ant management techniques.  We have many publications here at the Lee County Extension Office.  These are 2 new ones available either from our office in Opelika or from the web.
www.aces.edu/pubs/docs;A/ANR-1297.pdf and www.aces.edu/pubs/docs/A/ANR-0175-A/ANR-0175-A.pdf
5th Annual 4-H Golf Classic
The 5th annual Alabama 4-H Golf Classic will be held Thursday, June 11, 2009.  Farm Links Golf Course in Sylacauga, AL, is again partnering with Alabama 4-H and the Alabama 4-H Club Foundation, Inc., to offer this exciting golf course for play. This year marks the Centennial of Alabama 4-H and many Alabama youth are learning important life skills through 4-H!  

This year’s 4-H Golf Classic will feature two Shotgun Starts, at 8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., because of the demand to participate. Coaches and player greats from Alabama, Auburn, and Troy are again scheduled to be on hand.

The Classic has raised nearly $90,000 in four years to support Alabama 4-H youth through the generosity of the golfers and sponsors. 4-H is the largest youth development organization in Alabama. Kids ages nine to 18, from urban and rural areas, are involved in clubs, activities, and programs. 4-H teaches leadership, citizenship, and life skills.

If you played in the 4-H Golf Classic, we don’t have to tell you about Farm Links Golf Club  www.farmlinksgolfclub.com  an 18-hole championship course created by Pursell Technologies, Inc.  The course combines recreation with environmental harmony as it winds through forests, valleys, and meadows that were once pastures and crop land.  We look forward to a great time as we celebrate 100 years of Alabama 4-H, honoring our past, present, and future 4-H members, volunteers, and partners!

If you are interested in participating in the 4-H Golf Classic or becoming a sponsor please let us know!  Contributions are tax-deductible.  The deadline to enter for play is June 1, 2009.  Contact Kirsten Holt, 4-H Regional Extension Agent for more information at 334.749.3353.  

