Procedure for Taking Nematode Soil Samples

If a soil test is to be of benefit, the sample must rep-
resent the problem area. PROPER COLLECTION
OF SAMPLES IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT. Read
the following instructions before taking samples.

1. Soils that differ in appearance, crop growth, or
past treatment should be SAMPLED SEPARATELY.

2. Take samples when soil is moist; put soil in plas-
tic bag, fasten with a twist tie, and place in sample
box.

3. Collect one pint of soil for each sample. For a
representative sample, collect the soil from 20 or
more places in the sampling area. Divide large
fields into sampling areas of about 10 acres each,
and send one sample from each area.

4. When sampling fields in row crops, take samples
to represent the top 8 inches of soil. When possible,
sample directly in the root zone.

5. For pastures, lawns, and other areas in sod, take
samples to represent only the top 5 inches of soil.

6. For shrubs, each sample should be composed of
soil taken from three or more places in the area.
Even when the sample is to be collected from one
shrub, take soil from three or more places around
the plant. Collect the sample to represent the top 6
inches of soil.

7. Fill out the identification side of each sample
box. Be sure to give each sample a different identi-
fication number or name and keep a record so that
it can be located.

8. Give information requested on the reverse side
of this sheet.

9. The service charge for nematode soil testing is
$10.00 for each sample. Make check or money
order payable to Plant Diagnostic Laboratory.

10. Enclose in a shipping box the samples, this
information sheet, and a check or money order to
cover the service charge. Tie the box securely and
send prepaid to:

Plant Diagnostic Laboratory
Alabama Cooperative Extension System
Room 101, Extension Hall
Auburn University
Auburn, AL 36849

11. Add first class postage to the box to cover
enclosed letter, information sheet, and check or
money order.

12. Nematode analysis results will be mailed upon
payment receipt.

Suggested Methods for Sampling
Take samples from under plant row and root zone when possible.
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Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work in agriculture and home economics, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, and other related acts, in cooperation with the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System (Alabama A&M University and Auburn University) offers educational programs, materials,
and equal opportunity employment to all people without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status, or disability.
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