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Hope Place serves families and individuals of Escambia County with referrals, re-
sources, support, and services. The programs below represent approximately:  

300 Families served monthly  
600 Individuals served monthly 
75 Children served after school 1-5 times weekly  
Program delivery since 1990 
 

Services provided: 
 

♦ Parenting classes 
♦ The Parent Project 
♦ Home visitation (Parents As Teachers, PAT) 
♦ Right From Birth & Going to School (APT series)  
♦ School Readiness Skills Development 
♦ Alabama Community Healthy Marriage Initiative—  
♦ Together We Can—relationship education for married and non-

married parents  
♦ Black Marriage Basic Training        
♦ Smart Steps- for Adults and children in Stepfamilies 
♦ RELATIONSHIP SMARTS (for middle & high school students) 
♦ After-school tutoring 
♦ Character Education Classes for children and parents 
♦ Court Referrals 
♦ FAMILY DEVELOPMENT CREDENTIAL (FDC)  
♦ Able to lead multiple family and child training units  
♦ Certified Family Development Credential instruction 
♦ Childcare provider training 
♦ Job Readiness, Job Coaching, Job Placement 
♦ Referrals to agencies 
♦ Grant writing assistance 
♦ Collaborative projects 
 

STAFF:  Vicki Fussell  fussevp@auburn.edu 
  ShaBarba Williams  willsha@auburn.edu 
  Traci Hughes   toh0001@auburn.edu  
  Jennifer Emmons jne0001@auburn.edu  
 

HOPE  PLACE  FAMILY  RESOURCE  CENTER 
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 The following components are individual programs, which oper-
ate under the umbrella of Hope Place. Each of these programs can 
stand alone in service delivery and integrity: 

 
 

 

 
 
A parent home visitation program serving high-risk families in Escambia County. 
These families are provided with a 1-hour visit monthly for 5 years to support 
and teach parenting skills based on child development. The curriculums used 
are Parents as Teachers, Building Strong Families, and Principles of Parenting.  
This program has been in existence since 1990. For more information on PAT 
visit:  www.parentsasteachers.org   
 

 
 
Parenting classes are provided weekly at Hope Place, these classes are open 
to anyone. Many participants are court ordered or referred by DHR.  Various 
agencies contract the services of Hope Place to provide parenting classes for 
specific groups they are addressing.  These classes have been extremely bene-
ficial to families and agencies that are struggling to provide specific focused ser-
vices. Certified trainers  
 
 

 
 
The series is designed for use as separate workshop sessions for parents with 
children 0 - four.  The extensive video series published by Alabama Public Tele-
vision (APT) and narrated by Drs. Craig and Sharon Ramey provides stimulating 
and current child development information which enables parents to nurture chil-
dren in appropriate developmental areas.   Certified Trainers   

       
      Right From Birth & Going School     

       
      Parenting Classes     

       
      PARENTS AS TEACHERS   
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A comprehensive, award-winning model for high-risk families. This highly inno-
vative program has been successfully incorporated in law enforcement, school, 
and community based prevention and intervention programs nationwide.  It is 
designed for today's parent and post-modern teenager.  The course gives solu-
tions to parents of destructive adolescents while helping teens explore positive 
alternatives. The class meets for ten weeks with adults in Changing Destructive 
Adolescent Behavior and teenagers (11-19) in a separate class Choosing Suc-
cess…Choosing Life.  Both are activity based.    Visit:   www.parentproject.com  
              
 

 
 
The Learning Center is an after-school-tutoring program, which assists approxi-
mately 75 children daily three to five afternoons a week with a staff of 15 tutors. 
During these sessions children work on homework assignments, skill building, 
prepare for tests, and life skills enrichment.  This project has met with over-
whelming success and participation.  Started in October of 1999, the Learning 
Center has operated in Atmore at Escambia County Middle School and in Brew-
ton at Brewton Elementary and Middle Schools, and Baptist Hill Baptist Church.  
Two sites are currently in operation, Brewton Elementary and Brewton Middle 
Schools. 
 
 

 
 
Job Readiness, job training, post-employment, and job coaching are provided 
for individuals seeking employment. This program provides hands on experi-
ence in conjunction with classroom experience to stimulate and direct partici-
pants toward an enriching work experience. The WORKSHOP provides an array 
of services to accompany this program and help complete the total integration of 
employment for individuals. 

       
      The WORKSHOP     

       
      The Learning Center     

       
      The Parent Project     
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The  Family Development Credential is an educational training component 
which was created to offer strength-based family support training through col-
laboration, credentialing, distance learning, and education.  This professional 
development credential for family support workers is taught by certified trainers 
and credentialed through the University of Alabama. It provides professionals 
with innovative techniques to enhance service delivery.  Classes are provided 
by two certified trainers. Certified trainers 

 
 

 
 
Conducting childcare provider classes strengthens the direct services and care 
of the children of Escambia County. To remain a licensed childcare provider 
each childcare worker must have 20 classroom hours of instruction per year. 
Hope Place serves as outreach and service delivery in this area of expertise. 
Certified trainers 

 
 
 

 
 
Hope Place is participating in the Alabama Community Healthy Marriage Initia-
tive conducted through AUBURN UNIVERSITY which focuses on family and 
marriage training as a constructive tool to strengthening parenting skills. Dr. 
Francesca Adler-Baeder conducts the 5 year 8.5 million dollar project multi fac-
eted project, which is having a great impact on Alabama’s high divorce rate and 
drastically low child well being indicator ranking. Progress is charted through re-
search data and services provided.     Certified trainers  
This curriculum is part of the Alabama Community Healthy Marriage Initiative. 
Visit: www.alabamamarriage.org 
 

       
   Together We Can  —  
                Relationship Education for married & non-married parents          

       
     Childcare Provider Training     

       
      FAMILY DEVELOPMENT CREDENTIAL (FDC)     
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Smart Steps is a research-based program developed through collaboration be-
tween Cornell Cooperative Extension in Jefferson County, NY and the Step-
family Association of America.  The program provides a comprehensive educa-
tional base that recognizes the complexities and the interdependent nature of 
relationships within stepfamilies.  This 12-hour program is designed to be of-
fered as six two-hour sessions held once a week for parents and children ages 
6-14 living in stepfamilies.  Separate sessions are held concurrently with partici-
pants coming together the last 20 minutes of each session for a family activity/
discussion.  Certified trainers visit: www.stepfamilies.info 
This curriculum is part of the Alabama Community Healthy Marriage Initiative. 
Visit: www.alabamamarriage.org 
 

 
RELATIONSHIP SMARTS is designed to prepare teenage students to reach for 
their dreams concerning marriage and family life.  Instructors provide students 
with critical current data, explore expectations, discuss values, and develop 
skills that will help them in the years to come while making wise choices about 
relationships. These modules of instruction will assist students to be better pre-
pared in developing strong and happy marriages and families in their adult lives. 
This curriculum is part of the Alabama Community Healthy Marriage Initiative. 
Visit: www.alabamamarriage.org 

 

 
 
P.I.C.K. presents a practical and easy-to-understand overview of crucial areas 
to explore in the dating relationship. The model of adult attachment provides an 
overarching structure for understanding how to pace the growing closeness in 
premarital relationships while exploring the strongest, premarital predictors of 
post-marital attitudes, behaviors, and satisfaction.  This curriculum is part of the 
Alabama Community Healthy Marriage Initiative. Visit: 
www.alabamamarriage.org 

 
 

       
       P.I.C.K. a Partner:    How to Avoid Marrying a JERK (ETTE)     

       
       RELATIONSHIP SMARTS; Relationship and marriage education for teens     

       
 SMART STEPS:      Training for Adults and Children of StepFamilies     
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Funded by contributions from: 
 

Governor's Office of Faith Based Initiatives 
Children's Trust Fund                                

Alabama Civil Justice Foundation 
D. W. McMillan Foundation                                       

W. T. Neal Trust 
Alabama Department of Public Health                     

Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs  

Southern Pine Electric Cooperative                   
Greater Brewton Foundation 

United Fund               
Southwest Mental Health 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For more Information Contact: 
 
 Vicki Fussell, Director                                fussevp@auburn.edu  
 ShaBarba Williams, Program Coordinator         willsha@auburn.edu 
 Traci Hughes, Youth Coordinator                toh0001@auburn.edu 
 Jennifer Emmons, Relationship Educator       jne0001@auburn.edu   

 
212 St. Joseph Street 

Brewton, Alabama   36426  
251-867-4686 (phone)       251-867-3937 (fax) 

 
Hope Place is a division of the Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
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