
Al a b a ma  C o o p e r a t i ve  Ex t e ns i o n  S ys t e m  
C o o s a  C o u n t y  O f f i c e  An n u a l  Re p o r t  

Our Annual Report for 2011 highlights how Extension 

has been working for the people of Coosa County and  

expresses our goals for the future.  

Coosa County Extension  

P.O. Box 247  

100 Main Street, Courthouse Annex  

Rockford, AL  35136  

www.aces.edu/coosa  

Phone:   256-377-4713 

FAX:     256-377-1271 

E-mail:   vinesrc@aces.edu  

A labama Coope ra t i ve  Ex tens ion  Sys t em  

Coosa County Extension 

2011 
Serving Coosa County Since 1910  
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County Extension Coordinator 
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GUIDE TO WEOGUFKA & HATCHET CREEKS GRANT  

Coosa County has two free flowing streams, Hatchet Creek and Weogufka Creek, which are very popular 

sites for canoe and kayak enthusiasts.  However, many of those attempting to plan a float trip simply cannot 

find adequate information to plan a safe and enjoyable trip.  Over the years numerous groups have under-

estimated float distances which resulted in them not 

reaching the take out location before dark.  This has 

led to unnecessary time and resources being used by 

the Sheriffôs Office and rescue squads to find the 

stranded boaters.  Also, many who float the creeks are 

simply unaware of the biodiversity of the creek, histor-

ical facts, and reference information needed for  plan-

ning a successful float trip.  In addition, almost no legal 

campsites existed and often floaters would camp over-

night by trespassing. 

 

The Coosa County Extension Office addressed this 

need by writing a grant through the Coosa Valley Re-

source, Conservation and Development Council to de-

velop a detailed map and visitor guide to these two 

creeks. The Alabama Scenic River Trail (ASRT) was 

consulted on the project and they assisted with their input and experience. A committee of three Extension 

Agents, Roger Vines, Shane Harris and Chuck Browne, and volunteer David Kelley, then set out to collect 

all the information needed for the map.  Bruce Dupree in Extension Communications was contacted for as-

sistance with the art and design for the guide map.   

 

First various county maps, topographic maps, and references from Google Earth were collected to deter-

mine the best launch sites and the best roads for accessing these locations. Each of these locations was then 

visited and GPS coordinates recorded.  This was followed by floating all sections of both creeks to record a 

photographic journal of various landmarks which were also geo-referenced. In addition, landowners who 

own property along the creek were contacted to  investigate possible sites for public camping.   

With the data collected the information was assimilated into a reference map showing Hatchet Creek on one 

side and Weogufka Creek on the other side.  The maps were then printed on semi-water proof paper and 

given an ACES publication number (ANR- 1400).  These will be distributed through the Coosa County Ex-

tension Office and will be a valuable resource and a great way to promote tourism within the county.   

 

A total of 4,200 copies of the map were printed and are 

currently being distributed to interested individuals 

and groups.  A Powerpoint slide show was prepared 

and has been presented to the Goodwater Rotary, the 

Sylacauga Rotary, and will be shown to additional 

groups in the coming months.  Many of the photo-

graphs which appear on the map have also been up-

loaded to Google Earth and have already been viewed  

nearly 5000 times.  A presentation and proposal to the 

Coosa County Commission has resulted in a resolution 

to designate both creeks as spur trails of the Alabama 

Scenic River Trail, and will be included in many of the 

ASRT promotional and educational brochures as well.  

This publication should  promote tourism within the 

county while at the same time providing assistance 

to boaters in planning a safe and enjoyable float. 

2011 Activities Conducted by Roger Vines 
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WEOGUFKA TOURISM AND  
SPECIAL EVENTS TRAINING GRANT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two days of sessions in which participants will receive training on how to plan special 

events. 

 

August 25, 2011ðSong-Writerôs Workshop conducted by Marc-Alan Barnette 

Marc-Alan Barnette is a Birmingham born artist / writer / teacher, based in Nashville, Ten-

nessee. He calls his music "In your face country soul" and has songs recorded by such great 

artists as Shelby Lynne, John Berry and David Ball. 

 

In addition to being a consummate entertainer and songwriter, Barnette provides songwrit-

ing and performance lessons for people all over the world. His lessons not only save valua-

ble time and money...they are FUN!! Services include introductions to Nashville, song / per-

formance critiques, songwriting, song demos - all tailored to you or your group. 

 

Thereôs nothing like having a ñpersonal coach,ò with a successful history and entrenched in 

the heart of Music City ï Nashville, TN ï to help you become the best songwriter you can 

be. 
 

August 27, 2011ðWeogufka Tourism & Special Events Training (Agenda as follows) 

 
9:00 ï 9:15  Welcome      Roger Vines 

09:15 ï 10:00  Rural Economic Development   Joe Sumners 

10:00 - 10:45  Key Steps in Tourism Development  Tom Chesnutt 

10:45 ï 11:00  Break 

11:00 ï 11:45  Planning Special Events    Stacy Pair 

11:45 ï 12:30  General Marketing and Promotion   Allen Sanders 

12:30 ï 1:30  Lunch 

1:30 ï 2:15  Social Media      Robert Ratliff  

2:15 ï 3:00  Alabama Tourism Department   Grey Brennan  

3:00 ï 3:15  Break 

3:15 ï 4:00  Event Photography     John Dersham 

4:00   Questions and wrap-up 
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WOMEN IN THE OUTDOORS GRANT  

ïBECOMING AN OUTDOORS WOMANî CLASS 

This is a class offered through the De-

partment of Conservation that Mr. 

Vines traditionally helps with and this 

past year was no  exception.   

 

He again taught the class on Orient-

eering, Map Reading, and Survival 

for both the Fall and Spring sessions. 

Alabama  is blessed to have some of the most beautiful 

and diverse outdoor recreation opportunities anywhere 

in the country and yet too often it has been men who are 

most  involved in the outdoors.  Recently however, wom-

en are becoming more interested in learning about out-

doors activities.  The Coosa Extension Office wrote a 

grant to support twenty ladies from our area to partici-

pate in a program called "Becoming an Outdoors Wom-

an".    
 

The "Becoming an Outdoors Woman" workshop is con-

ducted by the Alabama Departement of Conservation 

twice each year.  Extension is a partner in this workshop 

and County Extension Coordinator, Roger Vines, has been teaching a session called "Get Your 

Bearings" for several years.  Funding for this program 

came through a grant from the Coosa Valley R.C.&D. 

Council. 
 

Ladies from Coosa County and the surrounding area 

joined anther one hundred ladies from all across the state 

for  a weekend at the Alabama 4-H Center to learn about a 

wide variety of outdoor recreation activities.  
 

The ladies participating learned "hands on" about field 

dressing a deer, riding an ATV, how to use a map and 

compass, rock climbing, target shooting, outdoor cooking, 

photography, outdoor crafts, falconry, archery, bass fishing, turkey hunting, and so much more.   
 

Evaluations show that 100% of the ladies learned something new and most rated the program as 

excellent.  These ladies are now spreading the word to their friends and hopefully through this 

introduction, more ladies will become involved in future workshops and become more involved 

in the great outdoors.   
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The Coosa County Extension Office now has a new 

piece of equipment available to local farmers to assist 

and encourage agricultural lime applications on 

small areas. Correcting soil pH with lime has always 

been a challenge on small gardens and wildlife food 

plots that may be too difficult to access with large 

lime trucks.  Now those problems are solved.  The 

ñLil Limerò can spread up to 1500 pounds of pulver-

ized agricultural limestone (does not need to be pel-

leted lime).  It also has a wheel base of only 6 feet for narrow roads and can be 

pulled with an ATV four wheeler.  At 5 mph it will dispense approximately 2 tons 

per acre. 

 

 

The ñLil Limerò is available for loan to 

Coosa County farmers at no charge. Just 

contact Roger Vines, County Extension Coor-

dinator at the Coosa County Extension Office 

in Rockford or call (256) 377-4713.  This pro-

ject was funded by a grant from the Coosa 

Valley Resource Conservation and Develop-

ment Council.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

SMALL SCALE LIME APPLICATIONS GRANT  

MASTER GARDENER CLASS  

Mr. Vines continues to assist 

with Master Gardener classes.  

This year he taught Entomolo-

gy classes as part of this series 

in Tallapoosa County, Chilton 

County, Shelby County, 

Cleburne County, and Fayette 

County. 
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BROADBAND INITIATIVE GRANT  
AND COMMMUNITY FORUM  

COMPUTER COURSE #5  

Often folks think of Extension as the place to go where the County Agent can 

help with things such as gardens, cattle, forestry, foods and nutrition, and 4-H 

Clubs, but Extension is more than that. As an outreach of Auburn University 

and Alabama A&M, the Extension Offices across the state are also involved in 

Community Resource Development.  This often involves the identification of a 

need in the community and then trying to find ways to meet those needs 

through education. 
 

One need that has been identified in Coosa and many other rural counties, is 

the need for computer education.  This tool of technology has become a part of our American culture and has 

become a way of doing business.  But the computer is still a fairly recent development and many people in ru-

ral areas did not have access to computer training when they came through school. As a result, many are just 

not aware of the many ways that a computer can be of use in our everyday lives. 
 

To address this need, the Coosa Extension Office began offering an informal and to-the-point computer 

course for our residents.  This program began several years ago through a Rural Alabama Initiative Grant 

with the goal of assisting rural citizens in learning about the many applications of a home computer.  The 

grant provided for the purchase of eight laptop computers to establish a 

computer education lab.  Now five years later we have just completed our 

fifth course and still have a waiting list for future courses. 
 

Some individuals who take the course have never owned a computer, 

while others may have a computer at home but are not comfortable using 

them or just donôt know what a computer can do.  The computer course 

consists of two hour classes that meet once per week for  six weeks.  The 

course covers computer basics, typing documents and letters, creating a 

spreadsheet, how to build a Powerpoint presentation, how to use a com-

puter to manage money, and how to use e-mail and the internet. 

 
Recently the Alabama Extension System received a significant 

grant to promote the use of the internet in rural areas of Ala-

bama.  The grant is called the Broadband Initiative. The goal of 

this effort is to introduce home owners and business owners to 

the many different applications available now over the internet.  

Some of these things include social media, music, communica-

tions, college courses, buying and selling products, educational 

sites, on-line banking, research, and so much more.   It is hoped 

that as more people see the value and uses of the internet, there 

will be an increased demand for services making it more profit-

able for  internet providers to move into rural areas.  Coosa 

County held a community forum with leaders such as the pro-

bate judge, sheriffôs office, school officials, emergency services, 

utility companies and others to discuss the current situation in 

our county and how we might proceed.   


