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CORS Background

ÅWhat is CORS?

ïCoordinated by the National Geodetic Survey 

(NGS) of the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 

Continuously Operating Reference Station 

(CORS) sites provide GPS measurements in 

support of 3 -dimensional positioning 
activities.



CORS Background

ÅTraditional CORS Users

ïDepartment of Transportation

ïSurveying Industry

ÅUsed for what?

ïSubsidence

ïRoad construction

ïMonitor water levels

ïCrustal movement



CORS in Alabama

ÅDepartment of Revenue recipient of grant 
funds through the Height Modernization 
Project

ÅAlabama Department of Transportation sets 
ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ /hw{ ǎƛǘŜǎ 



CORS in Alabama

ÅGeospatial Training and Application Center at 
US Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville 
CORS  Site, came online January 20, 2004



CORS in Alabama

ÅHenkvan Riessenwith InTime, Inc. partnered 
with Chris Johnson at the US Space and Rocket 
Center

ÅTested the use of CORS for correction signal 
with auto-steer equipment

ÅOriginal system was a lot of wiring cobbled 
together

ÅTesting done at the Tennessee Valley Research 
and Extension Center and on a local farm



CORS in Alabama

ÅGlenn Acres farm purchased a Trimble Auto-
Pilot system for their CAT Challenger tractor in 
2006.  

ÅCorrection signal: CORS



Courtland CORS

January 30, 2008: Guidance Demonstration at TVREC.



Courtland CORS

ÅFirst calls were to John Russell at Alabama 
DOT and Chris Johnson of US Space and 
Rocket Center.

The question was: how do we make this work 
long-term?



A unique partnership



Courtland CORS

ÅaŀǊŎƘ ммΣ нллуΧ

ON-LINE!!!


